
There’s a lot happening in the Georgia Section. We are advancing           
transportation through technical activities and social interaction with our 
peers. Thanks to so many of you who are making it happen!  I am so proud 
of you.  If you aren’t already involved, jump on the bus because we are 
taking off! 

Technical Committee: Chair Patrece Keeter and Vice Chair Andrew         
Antweiler are doing an excellent job planning technical events and        
activities.   

Technical Session: On March 23 we held a Technical Session on       
Updates to the MUTCD focusing on Signals, Signs, Markings led by our 
local National Committee Members John Hibbard, Larry Overn, and Marion 
Waters.  

Final Draft of the 2009 Technical Paper: The Traffic Signal Public Information Document is being   
reviewed by GDOT and should be completed in May.  

Upcoming events: Half-Day Fiber Training in Dalton May 25  

   One-Day Technical Exchange in Columbus in the Fall  

   Will begin a 2010 Technical Paper: Topic TBD  

International Tour: Led by Naveed Jaffar, the international tour is a 2010 trip to London planned to 
take place on September 20 .  Naveed worked in London for 12 years and observed firsthand how 
London dealt with congestion and roundabouts - things that are very relevant to us in the United 
States as roundabouts are being implemented here. In London many roundabouts have become so           
congested that they signalize the approaches. Is this what we have to look forward to as we       
implement roundabouts - will we also eventually need to signalize the more congested             
roundabouts? Also London is so congested that they have taken extraordinary demand              
management measures such as congestion pricing. 

With these in mind, we thought it would be awesome to contact our counterparts in London and ask 
them to give us a tour of these things.  On the trip we will also see freeway management measures 

in Birmingham (approaches like hard shoulder    run-
ning and lane-by-lane speed control to eliminate 
shock waves).  We know that the Brits have done a 
lot more with traffic calming than their counterparts in 
the U.S. so we’ll see several examples while we are 
there. 

Every “hamburger roundabout” is controlled by traffic 
lights and has a straight-through section of          
carriageway for just one of the major routes. It was 
given this name because it resembles a            
cross-section through a hamburger when viewed 
from above. 
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Naveed and I are going, and we want to have five to eight of us on the trip.  Most people won’t be able to go due to the cost. Wouldn’t 
it be wonderful if GDOT’s roundabout folks could go to see these things firsthand?  When we return, we will share out observation in 
papers and presentations.  

We are coordinating the trip with our host John Smart of CIHT, the equivalent of ITE in the UK.  The Chartered Institution of Highways 
& Transportation (CIHT) is a learned society concerned specifically with the planning, design, construction, maintenance and        
operation of land-based transport systems and infrastructure with over 12,000 members.  http://www.ciht.org.uk/ 

Young Members/ Activities Committee: Co-Chairs Winter Horbal and Tim Brandstetter are doing a great job planning lots of fun 
activities.  We’ve done bowling and a hike up Stone Mountain.  Their upcoming events include:   

· Blood Mountain Hike - May 15 or 22 

· Braves Game vs. Tampa Bay - June 15 – sold 84 tickets.  Because we have such a big 
group they will welcome us on the jumbo screen. WooHoo!  

· Day at the Lake – June 19 or 26 – Joe Garland, Keith Golden and Buddy Gratton will 
host us at their houses on Lake Hartwell.  We will have catered BBQ and ask everyone 
to bring a side dish.  If you have a boat, please plan to bring it.  This should be a blast!   

Public Sector Membership Campaign: Membership Committee Chair David Benevelli and I 
have organized a Public Sector Membership Campaign.  Many of the Past Presidents have    
volunteered to visit a public agency and encourage them to participate in GA ITE.  The Marketing 
Committee chaired by Shannon Fain has prepared a brochure to use with public sector           
department heads on the advantages of GA ITE membership. 

Winter Workshop: I’d like for us to plan a two day Winter Workshop to be held February 2011 at 
the Winshape Retreat in Rome.  I have asked the following people to serve. 

· Todd DeVos – Conference Chair 

· Lisa Randall – Conference Vice Chair and Chair of Technical Program Committee 

· Jody Peace – Registration Committee Chair 

We could target this meeting to include more young members. They have a 
ropes course and great facilities. The conference could be on a Friday and  Sat-
urday so that we would only miss one day of work. 

Strategic Plan Update: On March 31 Marshall Elizer led the Board and a     
random sample of members in a Strategic Visioning session. We examined 
trends in our membership and in society to see if we need to retool and        
modernize GA ITE.  I am   appointing a committee of Past Presidents to help me 
update the Strategic Plan, taking this input into consideration.  A survey will be 
circulated and findings will be discussed at the Summer Seminar, seeking input 
from the membership.               

Website: Shawn Pope has done a superb job updating our website! I like the 
new format and especially the photos.  Coming soon is a calendar with all GA 
ITE monthly meetings, social activities and technical workshops. 

Summer Seminar: We have the best Section meeting in the country in our Summer Seminar at the King & Prince on St. Simons  
Island.  The combination of an excellent technical program in a family atmosphere at the beach can’t be beat.  Conference Chair Eli 
Veith and Technical Program Chair Jonathan Reid and their committees have put together an excellent program.  I look forward to 
seeing you there July 18-21. 

Yours Sincerely, 

David Low, P.E. 

President 
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The ITE Technical Conference and Exhibit was held in Savannah in mid-March. It was well attended with 
over 400 participants-twenty of who were from the host section of Georgia. The conference featured     
technical sessions, conversation circles, seminars and interactive learning experiences to facilitate         
networking, understanding of national policy initiatives and application of state of the practice tools. The 
opening session was chaired by President Paul Eng Wong and featured a welcome by the mayor of       
Savannah, Otis S. Johnson. Mayor Johnson discussed some of the innovative and redevelopment         
programs undertaken by the City including the development on Hutchinson Island and the development of 
the Savannah International Trade and Convention Center. 

“President Paul” welcomed the attendees at a packed opening session, 
which featured Jeffrey F. Paniati, Executive Director of FHWA.           
Mr. Paniati discussed the status of transportation funding in Washington 

and focused on economic growth that is supported by transportation infrastructure improvements. 
He stressed the importance of transportation funding in stimulating the economy and promised a 
funding package from FHWA to Congress within 90 days. 

Around the world, actions are taking place to reduce energy consumption, lessen transportation’s 
impact on the environment and better utilize available financial resources. This conference’s 
technical content will weave crucial areas of energy, environment and the economy into ITE’s 
core focus areas of engineering and design, transportation operations, planning and safety. 
There were a variety of session topics including transportation sustainability, transit planning and   

operations, context sensitive design, transportation   
modeling, the MUTCD update and transportation finance. 

There were a variety of session types including paper presentations, seminars, panel       
discussions, conversation circles, demonstrations and professional development              
opportunities.  The Technical Conference addressed the impact the economy and changing 
policies will have on multi-modal transportation planning, design, traffic management and 
safety strategies.  Peggy Allen presented her paper on “Traffic Signal Priority and BRT”; Mike 
Weiner presented a paper on “Influencing Pedestrian Behavior in Savannah by Engineering 
Solutions, Mike Meyer and Marsha Anderson Bomar participated in a Panel on “Progress, 
Challenges and Next Steps”. 

One of the most interesting elements of the Technical Conference was the Transportation 
Products and Services Exhibits.  There were 35 exhibitors at the Conference and many of the attendees spent a considerable 
amount of time looking at the exhibits of traffic and transportation products and talking with the exhibitors. 

Mr. Rich Grisham, Director of Transportation for the Cobb County School District presented information 
on the bus system at the March meeting of the Section at Mary Mac’s Tearoom.  The District has 106,000 
students in 118 public schools scattered over the entire county. The system uses 868 conventional bus-
ses which operate 78,181 miles per day.  Mr. Grisham discussed the details of operation and some of the 
challenges including the routing of busses, the communications system and the criteria used to determine 
bus routing.  He described the Education Logistics computerized system, Telematics that is a geographic 
information system for school district transportation and boundary planning and compared the old hand 
drawn bus routing system with the new computerized system.  He provided details on the safety equip-
ment and  special issues related to sex offender impacts on bus stop locations and bus routing. 

TELEMATICS 

Know where the Bus is AT ALL TIMES : Severe Weather, Hijacking, and Terrorism 

Record of All Events : The bus did not stop at my house. The bus was speeding in my neighborhood. The bus is always late. When 
is the bus going to get to my stop? Why is the bus parked at the Publix on a Sunday? 
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The Georgia Tech Student Chapter hosted the annual meeting at Georgia Tech adjacent to the Mason 
Civil Engineering Building.  This is an annual event featuring a cookout and a nationally recognized 
speaker.  The hamburgers and potato salad were good and the fellowship great with the outdoor tables 
and informal atmosphere. (Professor Mike Meyer contributed to the “informal atmosphere” with his casual 
dress! ). The meeting was well attended with 60-70 members and students participating. 

One of the highlights of the meeting is the presentation of the 
Georgia Section’s annual contribution to the Student Chapter.  
This year was no different with the presentation of a $2000 
contribution by president David Low to the president of the  
student chapter Alek Pochowski. The Student Chapter      

President expressed appreciation for the contribution to the Student Chapter. 

Arranged by Professor Meyer and the Georgia Tech Student 
Chapter, the speaker is always a presentation to anticipate.  
This year Mr. Hal Kassoff, Senior Vice President with Parsons 
Brinkerhoff was the program speaker.  Hal Kassoff has a long 
and memorable record with the Maryland Department of Transportation as the Secretary of Transportation 
with that department. Long a supporter of more public involvement in transportation decisions, his depart-
ment was one of the earliest public agencies that embraced input from organizations such as the National 
Main Street Center and the Transportation Enhancement Program funding by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. 

Mr. Kassoff discussed the recent efforts to view transportation in a “wide context” including economic,   
environmental and sustainability factors in transportation decisions.  He traced the efforts of transportation 
and other leaders in the development and environmental fields to view the impacts of transportation on the 
adjacent areas and with an economic impact. 

The inaugural meeting of the Coastal Georgia Chapter of Georgia Section ITE was held on April 23, 2010 at 
Johnny Harris Restaurant in Savannah. Thirty-eight attendees were present at the meeting, including 18 public 
sector and 20 private sector participants. The attendees included six members of the South Carolina Section.  

The meeting began at 11:30 A.M. with Mike Weiner, Savannah 
Traffic Engineering Director, welcoming the crowd to Savannah. 
President David Low began the program with Georgia Section 
announcements, including upcoming meetings, technical training 
and social events. Vice President Mike Holt gave a summary of 
the Southern District ITE meeting held in Portsmouth, VA and 
mentioned some awards presented to the Georgia Section, including the Georgia Tech 
Student Chapter’s Best Student Chapter Award and Traffic Bowl championship, as well 
as the Georgia Section’s Best Section Runner-Up Award. 

After a delicious lunch, Glen Bollinger, 
Columbia County Traffic Engineer,       

presented the technical program. His presentation discussed the deployment of an   
InSync Adaptive Traffic Control System along Washington Road in Columbia County, 
which carries over 40,000 ADT. The deployment included the installation of video     
detection cameras and use of Ethernet signal communications to the County’s Traffic 
Control Center. The InSync system constantly adjusts signal timing parameters along 
the corridor to provide traffic progression and minimize stops and delays. Charts and 
graphs were shown that documented the successful system implementation and      re-
sulting decrease in travel time, as well as increase in travel speeds. The calculated 
benefits based on decreased travel time, reduced fuel consumption and eliminated 
stops equals over $10,000/day and over $2.6 million/year. 
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For the first time in recent history Georgia has a business plan for transportation investment. The Statewide 
Strategic Transportation Plan (SSTP), produced by Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) Division 
of Planning, outlines a transportation investment strategy for Georgia that, if fully funded and enacted, would 
produce as many as 425,000 new jobs and $480 billion in economic growth in Georgia over the next 20 
years. Senate Bill 200, the 2009 Georgia General Assembly’s overhaul of Georgia’s transportation           
governance, began a new course in transportation immediately after it was signed into law by Governor 
Perdue in late May of 2009. 

A final version of the SSTP was delivered to the Governor on April 10, 2010. The plan lays out a              
comprehensive strategy for transforming Georgia’s transportation network. The SSTP shows how Georgia 
has invested less per capita in transportation than any other state except Tennessee in past years. After big 
investments like the "freeing the freeways" program of the 1980s, Georgia has been under-investing and 
'coasting' on past success. This has clearly eroded the state's transportation performance on measures that drive economic         
competitiveness, like the ability of companies to attract employees who don't live close to work. Also, other states that spend more on 
transportation draw from multiple sources including tolls, sales taxes and tag fees. At the state level, Georgia uses little more than the 
gas tax. And Georgia's state gas tax is one of the lowest in the United States. 

The SSTP is based on the initial findings of IT3 (Investing in Tomorrow’s Transportation Today) which began last year.  The SSTP 
first identified performance goals for the state’s transportation network and then identified the major project areas that will move the 
state toward achieving those goals. 

The four major goals of the SSTP are: 

· Supporting Georgia’s Growth and Economic Development 

· Ensuring Safety and Security 

· Maximizing the value of Georgia’s Assets by getting the most out of the existing network, and 

· Minimizing the impact on the environment 

These goals are in turn supported by ten objectives and a larger number of performance metrics.  Using those goals, objectives and 
performance metrics, the SSTP identifies three major areas of investment – statewide freight and logistics, people mobility in metro 
Atlanta, and people mobility in the rest of the state. The plan gives guidance on the return on investment that can be expected from 
projects within each of those areas.  

Freight movement is a core component of Georgia’s economy, and improving the state’s ability to move freight quickly within and 
through the state will help ensure we continue to capture a significant amount of that business. In order to achieve that goal, the 
SSTP identifies improving the last-mile connection at the Savannah Port, the nation’s third largest port, and interstate intersection 
improvements around Metro Atlanta as burning platform issues that must be addressed quickly.  

In Metro Atlanta the emphasis is on a combination of transit and road projects. The conversion and expansion of the managed lane 
system with Express bus service in those lanes ranked highly, as did improving arterial road access to employment centers. The plan 
also emphasizes that keeping our core transit systems operating is critical for our future success. The plan also recommends        
premium (most likely rail-based) circulators for last mile connections in employment centers. For example, the Beltline and Atlanta 
Streetcar systems could serve as last mile connections to our network.  Expanded longer-distance rail service – including heavy, 
MARTA-style rail, light rail/streetcar service, and capacity for high-speed intercity rail service and commuter rail is also recommended.  
In the rest of the state, the SSTP recommends increased investment in safety and capacity related projects, especially in the MPO   
areas throughout the state.  Critical to the success of our state will be proper Asset Management of our existing facilities across the 
state.  Georgia has done a good job in the past of maintaining its assets but is quickly falling behind. 

If Georgia is able over the next 20 years to make the $50 to $65 billion investment in its transportation network that IT3 has           
envisioned, as much as $480 billion in GDP growth and as many as 425,000 new jobs could be created. While investment at that 
level would be a substantial increase from today’s level, the potential results make it difficult not to try to achieve those goals. In the 
end, it is not an either-or choice of rail versus road or urban versus rural, or commuters versus freight. The best performing         
transportation investment portfolio has a blend of investments including proper management of the existing assets. 

For a copy of the final version of the SSTP, please visit the IT3 web page at : http://www.it3.ga.gov/Pages/default.aspx 
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The Southern District ITE Annual Meeting was held at the Renaissance Hotel and       
Conference Center  on the waterfront in Portsmouth.  There were about 400 delegates 
and guests in attendance and 20 from Georgia including David Low, Mike Holt, Todd 
Long, Jim Pohlman, Harry Strate, John Edwards, Kenny Voorhies, Shawn Pope, Bob 
Beebe, John Funny, Howard Harris, Scott  Mohler and Martin Bretherton. The meeting had 
a strong Technical Program and provided many opportunities to network and catch up with 
colleagues from around the Southeast. We visited with International President Paul Eng 
Wong as well as the three candidates for International Vice President Rock Miller, Ray 
Davis and Troy Peoples.  

Election Results : Martin Bretherton edged out Cindy Pionke in the election for  
Southern District Secretary-Treasurer. Becky White and Tim White will move up to 
Vice President and President, respectively, for calendar year 2011. 

Awards:  

Best Section Award in Group 2 (smaller sections) went to Alabama (winner) and 
South Carolina (runner up).  In Group 1 (larger sections) North Carolina won the Best 
Section Award and Georgia was runner up.  

The Herman J. Hoose Award for Distinguished Service 
went to Stan Polanis of Winston Salem, North  Carolina. 

The Marble J. Hensley Individual Activity Award went to 
James Foster, for his brainchild, the Traffic Bowl            
competition. 

The Excellence In Transportation Engineering Educat ion went to Daniel S. Turner, PHD of the         
University of Alabama. 

The Joseph M. Thomas Young Member Award went to Dyan Damron of Neel-Schaeffer, who has 
worked tirelessly with the student chapters in the District,    

The John Exnicios Government Service Award went to Steve Strength, with Louisiana DOT.  

A “President’s Special Recognition Award ” went to Richard Atkins for his work in the Leadership       
Development Program. 

Traffic Bowl : The Georgia Tech Student Chapter team comprised of Alek Pachowski, Matt Kittelson and Rama Chilukuri won the 
competition and collected the $3,000 first prize.  The District contributed $1,500 for second and $700 for third.  Also in the final were 
North Carolina State and Virginia.  Georgia Tech will go on to represent the District at the International ITE Annual Meeting in       
Vancouver.  Additionally, with an outstanding Annual Report, the  Tech Student Chapter won the Best Student Chapter Award. 
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In the next month voting members of the Institute will receive ballots for the election of the International Vice President.  In order to make our members 
aware of the candidates we are including a brief summary of the candidates pictures and platform.  A more complete description of the candidates and 
their service to the Institute and platform is available at www.ite.org or directly from the candidates.  In addition, the candidates will be present at the 
Summer Seminar for personal contacts and interviews. 

Troy A. Peoples, P.E. FITE 

COMMITMENT. Troy’s mission to become ITE International Vice President derives from his desire to not just  
identify the problem, but to be a part of the solution. In his experience serving on committees, task forces, and 
boards, too often the focus is on examining a problem rather than finding an interim or long term solution. Troy is 
committed to utilizing his experience and capabilities to deploy the ITE Strategic Plan. By doing so, we become 
part of the sustainable solution and implement change within the organization and industry as a whole.  

VISION. As an active member and board representative for a variety of industry associations, Troy’s goal is to 
bring these organizations together in support of the profession. By linking the components of these multi-faceted 
communities together, we can then bring forward proven techniques and innovative solutions from all               
perspectives. Working together, we can merge traditional research studies and methodologies into workable,   
implementable, and sustainable programs.  

Rock Miller, P.E.  PTOE, FITE  

We are currently at a “crossroads” for transportation policy in a time of economic uncertainty. The next few years will be pivotal in 
setting policy to guide the future of transportation. ITE has the opportunity to take a leadership role to insure that the skills, abilities, 
and resources of the Institute and our members are applied effectively and efficiently to transportation solutions. The window of    
opportunity may be short. We need to act now.” I will work diligently to achieve the goals that will benefit ITE and its members. We 
can make a difference. 

· Promote ITE’s role as the respected transportation authority while being an advocate for our members’ needs, 
goals, and capabilities 

· Enhance ITE’s role in Energy, Sustainability, Climate, and Transportation Funding 

· Facilitate effective crash reduction and safety programs and initiatives worldwide 

· Manage finances responsibly, while maintaining essential core services and programs for our members 

· Insure the effective transfer of essential transportation knowledge and leadership skills to young professionals 

· Provide cost effective learning opportunities such as webinars and briefings 

Ray Davis, P.E. PTOE, FITE 

A New Involvement Paradigm: Currently, to be active at an international level members must attend the Spring Technical Conference 
or the Annual Meeting. We need to take advantage of technology to allow any member throughout the world to participate in technical 
committees or councils without having to travel to these meetings. 

Professional Development and Mentoring: Implementing employer type membership that will assign each member 
to the Public Agency, Consultants or Education Council and support the creation of professional development   
programs for younger and mid-level engineers and planners to grow within their professional organizations.  

Embrace all Transportation Professionals: Our Strategic Plan indicates that ITE is to be “the principal source of 
professional expertise, knowledge and ideas promoting transportation science and principles internationally,” with 
the Big Audacious Goal “to bring together transportation’s body of knowledge and professional voice for the benefit 
of society”. In 1979, Burton Marsh, one of the founding members of ITE, suggested that the membership consider 
changing our name to reflect these principles. It is now time for our members to openly discuss and reconsider this issue again.  

Create an On-Demand Electronic ITE Library: Creating an on-demand electronic library for all of ITE’s technical publications and  
compendiums, best practices, recommended practices and web training will allow transportation engineers and planning               
professionals throughout North America and the world to have immediate access to assist them in developing solutions. 

Enhanced Advocacy for Roadway Safety: Over 1.3 million people worldwide are killed each year in collisions. Over 3,000 people 
each day. In the US, one third of all teen deaths are in crashes. We have the studies that prove distracted drivers are equivalent to a 
driver under the influence of alcohol. We need to advocate for stronger legislation to reduce driver distractions along with other means 
to improve roadway safety. 
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Young Members Stage Events 

The Young Member Committee has been revitalized with two events in the last two 
months!  First, the Bowling event  on March 1 at 300 Atlanta. The bowling alley had a 
Monday night special, “Bowl Your Brains Out!” which included unlimited bowling for the 
evening. The thirteen people attended and took advantage of the special. Our group  
certainly bowled our brains out as some attendees recorded scores above 200! A good 

time was had by all, even those who 
wanted to use the bumpers. It was a great 
way to kick-off the year.   

The next event was the hike up Stone 
Mountain. This was slightly more       
strenuous than the bowling and included 
11 hardy young (and not so young)    
members of the Section.  It was a cool day 
but sunny, and you can tell from the   
clothing that the young members were well 
prepared. To sum up the event (as hiker 
Taylor put it) – “weather was great, views 
were good, no one had trouble; what more 
could one ask?” 

After the hike up and down Stone Mountain 
we discussed the interest for an all-day hike at Blood Mountain.  We are still in the 
process of putting the  details together but think it will occur toward the end of June.  If 

you were not able to make the Stone Mountain trip then do your best to not miss the Blood Mountain hike! 

Marsha Bomar: Inaugural Speaker-University of Flori da 

Marsha Anderson Bomar was the inaugural speaker in the newly added Distinguished Professional Lecture   
Series.  The presentation was on the University of Florida campus, in the Computer Science and                    
Engineering. Marsha’s topic was “A Professional Life in Balance... A Life of Work, Family and Service”.  

 

Douglas E. Hefty, of Peachtree City was very active in the Georgia Section.  He served as president in 1977 and received the Karl 
Bevins Distinguished Service Award in 1990.  In 1978 he served on the Local Arrangements Committee for the 1978 Annual Meeting 
of International ITE as the Chairman of the Technical Tours.  One of the major events of 1981 was the Traffic Engineering Seminar 
sponsored jointly by the Office of Highway Safety, Cobb County Traffic Engineering Department, and the Georgia Division.  As the 
Traffic Engineer for Cobb County he had a major role in this conference. From 1990 to 1996 he was the Chairman of the Life Member 
Committee.  

Doug had a varied career in traffic engineering serving as a consultant with Hensley-Schmidt, Inc in their Marietta Office and on    
various assignments in Chattanooga, Louisiana and Georgia.  He served as the Cobb County Traffic Engineer until he retired in 1996. 

Doug Hefty, born in St. John's, Michigan, lived in Marietta for 38 years died Thursday, April 8, 2010. Funeral services were held on 
Tuesday, April 13, 2010. He was a member of Daylight Masonic Lodge #742 F&AM, Scottish Rite Bodies of Atlanta, YAARB Temple, 
Atlanta, and Kennesaw United Methodist Church. Mr. Hefty is survived by Betty Hefty, his wife of 54 years and one daughter,      
Elizabeth "Liz" Hefty Taylor and husband, Greg, of Brooks, GA. We will remember Doug and his contributions to Transportation in 
Georgia. 
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Martin Bretherton won the election race for the Sou thern District ITE Secretary - Treasurer 
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2010 GAITE Summer Seminar is July 18-21, 2010 

The 2010 Summer Seminar will be held this year again at the King and Prince Beach and Golf Resort  

Contact Numbers for the Summer Seminar Committee: 

Eli Veith, City of Alpharetta  Jonathan Reid, PB  Andy King, Kimley-Horn 

Summer Seminar Chairman Technical Committee Chairman Host Committee Chairman 

eveith@alpharetta.ga.us   reid@pbworld.com   Andy.King@kimley-horn.com 

678-297-6200   404-364-5225   678-533-3945 
 

ITE 2010 Annual Meeting and Exhibit 

Registration is now open for the ITE 2010 Annual Meeting and Exhibit, which will take place at  
Vancouver, British Columbia Join your colleagues as they exchange ideas on transportation issues. 
Highlights include numerous technical sessions where you can share your perspective in the open 
dialogue between the audience and panelist(s) in the conversation circle sessions. Visit the exhibits 
and see the latest products and services being showcased. For more information, visit www.ite.org/AnnualMeeting. 

AASHTO Spring Meeting Takes Place May 19-23 in Miss issippi 

Innovative financing, accelerating project delivery, and making the most of scarce resources are among the topics planned as the 
AASHTO Board of Directors meets May 19-23 in Natchez, MS. This year's AASHTO Spring Meeting also includes a two-day session 
of the Standing Committee on Highways and a half-day gathering of the AASHTO Authorization Committee. 

The March Meeting Agency Spotl-ITE was done by the Athens-Clarke County Traffic Engineering Department 
under the direction of David Clark, Public Works Director.  George Berry presented the details of the traffic signal 
system and outlined the details of the software for the County’s traffic responsive signal system.  He provided 
Information on the interconnect cable-some 16 miles already installed and in use-and the proposed addition of     
8 miles in 2010. 

 

The local National Committee Members (John Hibbard, Larry Overn, and Marion Waters) provided highlights on 
the changes to the MUTCD in the signals, signs, and markings chapters on March 12 at the DeKalb County 
Transportation Department conference room. In addition, a panel discussion was held to give the participants 
opportunity for discussion for additional insight related to the changes. The session had approximately 35       
attendees and was sponsored by the Georgia Section ITE Technical Committee. For more information on the 
changes, please visit http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/ser-Training.htm  
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With all the attention last week focused on extending the surface transportation law and 
Federal Aviation Administration programs, Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood's   
announcement of a major policy change regarding the way bicyclists' needs are treated 
in the transportation planning seems to have received little notice.  

"People across America who value bicycling should have a voice when it comes to 
transportation planning," LaHood wrote on his Fast Lane blog March 15. "This is the 
end of favoring motorized transportation at the expense of non-motorized. We are           
integrating the needs of bicyclists in federally-funded road projects." LaHood's blog post 
includes recommendations for how states and communities can accomplish this, such 
as "treat walking and bicycling as equals with other transportation modes" and "set a 
mode share target for walking and bicycling."   

LaHood called the new policy a "sea change," but is it a good one? Should non-motorized modes of transportation be treated as 
equal to other modes, particularly when modes like driving and mass transit are at least partially, if not primarily, self-funded? Or is it 
the essence of DOT's evolving 21st-century mission to give people more mobility options that, according to LaHood, are relatively fast 
and inexpensive to build, are environmentally sustainable, reduce travel costs, improve safety and public health, and "reconnect   
citizens with their communities"? 

1. Attorney/Judge – Why chase ambulances if you can bring them to you? 

2. Financial professionals – Do they cover their cars with a “tarp”? 

3. Government worker (GS6) – Fender benders are a little known GS6 requirement. 

4. Bartender or Waiter – It’s just a different way of getting served. 

5. Other – Professional – AKA “I was hit by that ‘other’ guy.” 

6. Dog Groomer – Following the rules of the road must be a real pet peeve. 

7. Marketing/Advertising – If they have road rage can we call them “Mad Men”? 

8. Barber/Stylist – Mostly likely to cut you off. 

9. Coach – Always crying foul. 

10. Nurse – Bedside manner: Great! Roadside manner: Yikes! 
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