
The GA ITE Section not only develops and provides technical 
information to keep our transportation professionals abreast of 
the latest innovations and trends, we also provide             
management and leadership training opportunities for our 
members to reach their potential as they tackle the mobility 
challenges of today and the future. Below are two of our           
successful professional development endeavors. 

Professional Development-Leadership Workshop 

For professionals with six or more years of experience, GA ITE will host a     
Leadership Workshop October 8-9 at Simpsonwood Conference Center.       
Presentations and discussion topics will include: 

· Key Leadership Characteristics 

· Conducting Effective Meetings 

· Developing Effective Relationships with Elected Officials 

· Developing Effective Relationships with Fellow Professionals 

· Effective Leader Communications 

· Developing Vision and Action Plans 

· Identifying and Engaging Stakeholders 

· Evaluating Leadership Effectiveness 

The program is limited to 15 participants. If you are interested, please contact 
Keith Strickland at (404) 946-5744 or kstrickland@hntb.com. We will start at 
noon on Friday and end late Saturday afternoon.  

Mentoring Class Announced 

GA ITE's mentoring program is primed to kick off its second year! This program's 
objective is to develop the future of our industry through six formal sessions lead 
by experts on topics including: Business Etiquette, Gender/Age Issues, and     
Judgment/Political Decisions. In addition to formal gatherings, participants are 
encouraged to communicate and get together on their own with the intention of 
sharing knowledge and experience. Seasoned industry professionals have been 
paired with younger members who have demonstrated involvement and have 
shown potential for future leadership roles in the organization. This year's program 
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is scheduled to kick off July 13 and conclude at the December Awards Banquet. The 2010 protégés and    
mentors include: 

· Patrick Allen - Marion Waters  

· Tim Brandstetter -Vern Wilburn  

· Brett Buchanan - Phillip Allen  

· Rama Chilukuri - Carla Holmes  

· Alexandra Kennedy - Betsy Williams  

· Patrick McAtee - Kenn Fink 

Bicycle Friendly Policies 

The City of Roswell where I work is committed to a comprehensive multi-modal transportation system that is 
safe, efficient, promotes healthy lifestyles, and reduces negative environmental impacts. One example is the 
numerous innovative bicycle treatments or policies we have implemented that have gotten tremendous support 
from our citizens and which may be helpful in other cities. An article in the current issue of the Georgia      
Engineer Magazine explains our program. For immediate information on this program please feel free to     
contact any of the staff at the City of Roswell’s Department of Transportation at 770-594-6420. 

Winter Workshop 

We are planning a two day Winter Workshop to be held February 2011 at the Winshape Retreat in Rome. I 
have asked the following people to serve. 

· Todd DeVos – Conference Chair 

· Lisa Randall – Conference Vice Chair and Chair of Technical Program Committee 

· Jody Peace – Registration Committee Chair 

We are considering targeting this meeting to include more young members. They have a ropes course and 
great recreational facilities. One option is that the conference could be on a Friday and Saturday so it would 
only require missing one day of work. 

Strategic Plan Update 

In March the Section board participated in a meeting with Marshall Elizer on a “Strategic Visioning “ session  
which included a review of our membership and whether we need to “retool our section”.  A follow-up session 
was held at the Summer Seminar, led by  Marsha Bomar, on “The Future of Georgia ITE”.  As a further step 
in the process, I am appointing a panel of past presidents (Ed Ellis, Scott Mohler, Mike Holt and me) to update 
the Strategic Plan to include issues such as accreditation for public officials, leadership development and    
additional services for section members.     

David Low, P.E., PTOE (F) 

President, Georgia Section ITE, Inc. 



Over two hundred members and guests gathered at the King & Prince Beach and Golf Resort in St. Simon’s 
Island, Georgia from Sunday, July 18th to Wednesday July 21st to participate in the Georgia Section Institute 
of Transportation Engineers (ITE) annual Summer Seminar. The seminar was chaired by Eli Veith and had an 
excellent technical program put together by Jonathan Reid and his committee. There were thirty separate 
presentations for the 132 registered attendees, as well as a variety of social activities that also included the 81 
family members and other guests that attended the meeting. 

Keynote Speaker 

After ITE International Director Bob Stammer updated the attendees 
concerning ITE International, Georgia Department of Transportation 
(GDOT) Commissioner Vance Smith spoke about GDOT projects and 
their funding. As always an engaging and entertaining speaker,        
Commissioner Smith encouraged all of us as professionals to get        
involved in the political process for transportation. 

Technical Sessions 

The technical sessions addressed ten broad areas with several specific presentations for each area. Highlights 
of these sessions are included below: 

Steven Sheffield of the State Road and Toll Authority (SRTA)        
presented on congestion pricing with a Georgia focus. In addition to 
giving an overview of congestion pricing and its benefits, Steven did 
an audience participation exercise to liven up the morning. (Mike 
Holt’s Rambo-like headgear is explained under “Survivor”           
competition on page 5) Ten members of the audience stepped up to be 
various HOT-lane users times as an illustration of the planned HOT 
lane corridor being implemented on I-85 between Old Peachtree Road 
and Chamblee Tucker Road. 

Jay Bockisch with Gresham, Smith and Partners gave a Tuesday   
presentation on “Access Management Issues and Techniques at        
Continuous Flow Intersections (CFI).”  Along with describing the      
differences between a CFI and a typical at-grade intersection, Jay       
discussed some of the reasons to consider a CFI intersection design to 
improve capacity and safety as well as reduce delays, impacts and costs. 
However, Jay’s presentation also detailed some of reasons that CFIs 
might not be appropriate, including the access management issues that 
can arise in built-out urban Environments.  

Wednesday morning, Eli Veith with the City of Alpharetta presented an update of Alpharetta’s experiences 
with adaptive traffic control. (Or as he titled it, “Adaptive Traffic Pilot Program: ‘The Revenge”) Using    
metrics such as travel time runs, cycle/queue failures and cycle lengths, the performance of manual traffic  
signal timings were compared to InSync and SCOOT. The InSync system was tested on Windward Parkway  
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and the SCOOT   system was installed on 
Old Milton Parkway. Both corridors are 
located in Alpharetta, Georgia and       
experience heavy  congestion and over 
saturated conditions. Because it works 
best in less-than-saturated conditions,  
InSync was not seen as an overall        
improvement on manual signal timing 
updates for the  Windward Parkway    

corridor. On Old Milton Parkway, SCOOT is overall doing 
pretty well, though the City of Alpharetta is still investigating 
the implementation. Eli gave a number of pros and cons for 
each system, as well as presenting an overall graph of benefit 
versus cost for the adaptive traffic systems that traffic engineers are most likely to encounter.  

Social Activities 

A variety of social events and athletic competitions were available for the members, families and guests.  
Events from previous years returned to continued popularity: 
the Sunday golf and tennis tournaments, the bike and dolphin 
tours, the bowling tournament, arts and crafts for the kids, the 
5K run/walk, beach volleyball and the sandcastle competition.  
Taylor Stukes ran a very successful auction during the Tuesday 
night happy hour.  After the Tuesday night banquet (where the 
kids had their own dinner and movies to allow their parents 
some time to enjoy a breather) the families rejoined for dancing 
and dessert. (Suspiciously, there are no pictures available of the 
dancing.  I suspect that there may be blackmail going on behind 
the scenes.)  

Sandcastle Building 

There were numerous entries in the sandcastle building contest 
with a variety of themes.  One of the most interesting entries is      
pictured below.  Who knew that traffic circle landscaping could 
include castles? 
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The Annual Volleyball Playoff 

Always a popular event at the Summer Seminar is the Volleyball Playoff.  
This gets to be serious business when you go up against Mike Holt and his 
“Grasshoppers” but this year it was not to be-  Bad Foot, comprised of 
Steve Henry, David Barrett, Madison Maihot, and Amanda Pilcher beat 
out the team with Marwan, Shahram, and Doug Tilt in the finals to win.  

Survivor Competition 

This year Jonathan Reid introduced a new competition “ITE Survivor”. Each seminar  
registrant was given a colored bandana in the registration          
materials. The color of the bandana indicated the team and     
wearing it could get your team points for showing spirit.  Many 
people found interesting ways to display their bandana, from 
headgear to brightly-colored neckties.  (Good one, Taylor!)  Not 
only could placing in the various athletic activities win points, but 
there were two days of Traffic Jeopardy as well as an idol placard 
scavenger hunt.  The White team won in the end, but the         
competition was widely enjoyed by all the attendees.         

John Moskaluk Scholarship Auction 

The last night of the Summer Seminar included the John Moskaluk Scholarship Auction. Drinks were flowing 
and so was the bidding. Taylor Stukes was the auctioneer but “did it smart” by surrounding himself with  
beautiful assistants who did the heavy lifting and raised a ton of money. Taylor must have spent over $1000 
alone with the stuff he bought. The final tally was $5,000. Thank you to all the bidders and donors.  

Thanks to everyone that volunteered to make the Summer Seminar a success!  A special thanks is offered for 
those that volunteer their time as activity and committee chairs. 

Conference Chair: Eli Veith, City of Alpharetta 

Conference Vice-Chair & Technical Program Chair: Jonathan Reid, Parsons Brinkerhoff 

Sponsors Committee Chair: Herman Hill, Herman Hill & Associates 

Host and Welcoming Committee Chair: Andy King, Kimley-Horn 

Scholarship Auction: Taylor Stukes, Iteris 

Spouse/Guest Activities Committee Chair: Yolanda Veith, Chair 

Golf Tournament Chair : Mark Boivin, All Traffic Data Services 

Tennis Tournament: John Yang, City of Atlanta 

Bowling Tournament: Leonard Mitchell, Iteris 

Volleyball Tournament: Mike Holt, World Fiber 

5k Run/Walk: Vince Edwards, Gwinnett County DOT 
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President Paul Eng Wong welcomed members on the Institute to Vancouver and western   
Canada at the 2010 Annual Meeting and Exhibit. Vancouver provided impressive examples of 
multi-modalism, and its innovative programs in the areas of sustainability, accessibility and 
livability are renowned. Vancouver’s transportation plan demonstrated many of ITE’s core  
focus areas, as its roadway solutions include traffic signal system upgrades, walking and      
bicycling enhancements and safety and transit investments. The meeting provided attendees 
not only with the opportunity to learn about the city’s Olympic transportation plans and       
witness the infrastructure erected to support them, but also to experience the city’s cutting-edge 

advances in safety and green modes of transportation. While the U.S. is experiencing its worst year             
economically in the recent memory, the attendance was sufficient to make the meeting a financial success. 

2011 Officer Election Results 

The ITE election resulted in the Robert Wunderlich from Texas and Rock E. Miller from California being 
elected respectively as    President and Vice President for 2011.  Congratulations are in order for these        
successful candidates.  We express our appreciation to Ray Davis from California and Troy A. Peoples from 
North Carolina for their long-standing commitment to the Institute and for the time and effort that they made 
during the campaign to seek election as 2011 International ITE Vice President. We look forward to their    
continuing active participation and contributions to ITE's leadership.   

First International ITE Collegiate Traffic Bowl Com petition: LET THE GAMES BEGIN!!! 

ITE is set to commence the first International Collegiate Traffic Bowl, as nine out of 10 District student teams 
compete on Wednesday, August 11, 2010 at the ITE Annual Meeting in Vancouver BC, Canada. The          
participating teams include the following teams representing ITE Districts: 

· Northeastern District: University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

· Mid-Colonial District: University of Delaware 

· Great Lakes District: Purdue University 

· Mid-Western District: University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee 

· Southern District: Georgia Institute of Technology 

· Western District: Portland State University 

· Canadian District: University of Manitoba 

· Texas District: Texas A&M University 

· Florida District: University of Florida 

The competition, involving clues and responses from various transportation resources, will award the winning 
2010 ITE Collegiate Traffic Bowl student team with a plaque and cash award of $2,000 USD. 

The Texas A& M University won the inaugural Collegiate Traffic Bowl Grand Championship. University of 
Manitoba and University of Florida finished second and third respectively. All the rounds were played very 
competitively and the winners were decided in the last question in most of the rounds including the final.  
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ITE International Awards 

Each year at the Annual Meeting a number of awards are given.  Here is a brief list of awards. A complete list 
will be available in the next issue of the ITE Journal. 

Honorary Membership: Dennis Christiansen,  Director of the Texas Transportation Institute (TTI) at Texas 
A & M University 

Burton W. Marsh Award :  Donald Henderson, Senior Transportation Engineer, DMH Transportation       
Engineers, Inc.                                                                                          

Theodore M. Matson Award: John LaPlante, Director of Traffic Engineering, T. Y. Lin International,      
Chicago 

First, let me THANK the Georgia Section for being such a gracious host recently at your 
St. Simons Island Summer Seminar.  Jane and I both enjoyed your hospitality. It was a 
GREAT meeting with lots of great technical sessions and enjoyable social events in a fun 
location. I received several questions and requests for assistance while attending your 
meeting, and have responded on all of these.  As your District Director on the               
International Board of Direction, please let me know whenever you have a question or 
need. (Office telephone is 615-343-������ ����� � �	
 -504-4691 and the e-mail address is 
bob.stammer@vanderbilt.edu). 

Southern District News 

The Southern District (SDITE) is enjoying a great year under the leadership of Jim Westmoreland. Continued 
strategic planning and leadership training initiatives are taking center stage with leadership training sessions in 
Georgia, Alabama and North Carolina.  President Jim Westmoreland presented an overview of the SDITE 
Leadership Training Program to the International Board meeting at the ITE Annual Meeting in Vancouver.  
He has invited International ITE to partner with the Southern District to develop similar programs for all ITE 
Districts and Sections. 

Make your plans now to join us in Lafayette, Louisiana in April of 2011 for a great meeting.  Good attendance 
results in an active membership and in meeting profits that can be a major revenue source for the District.  
SDITE continues to work towards balancing the bottom line of our budget in difficult economic times.   

Finally, your own Martin Bretherton will be sworn in on December 6th in Lexington, Kentucky as Secretary-
Treasurer for the Southern District. He will begin his term in office on January 1, 2011 and will progress 
through the District officer ranks for several years. Congratulations, Martin.. 

International ITE News 

ITE Headquarters will relocate to 1627 “I” Street N.W during the last week of August. This is four blocks 
from the current office location.  The 80th Anniversary Fund of the Institute has been established to enhance 
the off ice facilities.  The goal of this campaign is to raise $200,000 in contributions to pay for audio-visual 
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equipment that will enable ITE to conduct online broadcasts of discussions on new legislation and regulations 
that affect our members from an in-office web studio. This studio will also enable us to include  international 
content in seminars and committee meetings that may be conducted simultaneously. Meanwhile, our          
conference room will include broadcast capabilities to enhance collaboration between members and volunteer 
leaders. Using state-of the-art technology, our reception area and conference room will recognize current and 
past leaders and award recipients.  In 2000 similar contributions helped improve our current ITE headquarters. 

The First Annual International Traffic Bowl occurred on August 11, 2010 at the ITE Annual Meeting in    
Vancouver. The Southern District is the originator of the Student Traffic Bowl.  The SDITE Traffic Bowl 
Team is the Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets from your own Georgia Section. They “unseated” the perennial 
winners from Clemson University and defeated teams from U. Va. and Auburn University in the finals held at 
the SDITE Annual Meeting in Portsmouth.  They have represented the Southern District well against the other 
eight teams from other districts.  GO YELLOW JACKETS . 

Finally, like the SDITE Board, the International Board of Direction is very concerned about expenses and  
revenues as we struggle to balance the bottom line without sacrificing services.  Much time has been devoted 
to this issue during our two-day board discussions.  I am happy to report that the projected 2010 annual budget 
deficit will probably be $13,000 rather than $172,000 as originally projected.  

Jim Westmoreland, President of the Southern District, made an informative presentation to the International 
Board of Directors on our Leadership Training Program. The Board voted to establish a committee to work 
with leaders from the Southern District to expand this Leadership effort so that all ITE members might      
benefit.  The Georgia Section should be proud to be the FIRST SECTION to have sponsored the Leadership 
Training Program. 

As many of you are already aware, 2009-2010 has been a banner year for ITE the student chapter at Georgia 
Tech.  Georgia Tech’s student chapter of ITE won the Best Student Chapter Award for the Southern District.  
Georgia Tech’s (GT) traffic bowl team, comprised of Alek Pochowski, Matt Kittelson and Rama Chilukuri, 
won the competition at this year’s Southern District ITE Annual Meeting. Georgia Tech’s winning traffic 
bowl team members traveled to Vancouver to compete at the ITE First International Traffic Bowl competition. 

A large number of ITE student members at GT were recognized for their outstanding academic achievements 
this spring. Four students, J.P. O’Har, Brittany Luken, Donny Katz, and Brent Weigel, were awarded prestig-
ious National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowships. Three students, Elise Barrella, Josie  
Kressner, and Tom Wall were awarded Eisenhower Fellowships. GT student members are busy finishing up 
summer semester courses and putting the finishing touches on papers for TRB’s 90th Annual Meeting. 

GT students recently held elections for new officers for 2010-2011. J.P. O’Har was elected president, Donny 
Katz was elected vice president of outreach, and Stephanie Box was elected vice president of finance. Other 
officer positions will be filled in the fall. A record number of new students, nearly 30, will be joining the  
graduate program in transportation systems engineering this fall. Under new leadership and anticipating a 
growth in membership, ITE at GT looks to continue to build upon the chapter’s recent success. 
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The June meeting of the Georgia Section ITE was held at the Hartsfield-
Jackson International Airport.  The meeting included a buffet lunch, a 
presentation of the Elevated SkyTrain Guideway and Maintenance  
Center and the rental car facility. The tour was conducted by Ron   
Sherwood, John Kapala and Todd McClendon.   

There were about 30-40 members present and the meeting began with a 
Power Point Presentation by Todd McClendon on the details of the   
various elements of the system. The SkyTrain guideway is 1.5 miles 
long and is now served by five two-car trains with future potential          

expansion to four-car trains. There are three stations on the route:  The 
CPTC Station at the airport terminal, the Gateway Station which serves 
the Georgia International convention Center and the CONRAC Station 
which serves the car rental facilities and 300 airport employee spaces.  
There is no general public parking at this time. 

Service on the SkyTrain is provided 24 hours per day from with a  
headway of 90 seconds in the peak hours and 10 minutes in the early 
mornings and late evening hours.  The service is free-there is no fare to 
use the facility. The capacity of the service is 500 passengers per hour 

in each direction. Service began on May 1, 2009 so the system has been 
in operation slightly over one year. The cost of the entire system       
including parking facilities was about $800 million.   

One of the more interesting elements of the system was the control  
center with its array of monitors and the telecommunication system  
between the center and trains. There is instantaneous communication to 
the unmanned trains in the event of an emergency. 

In addition to riding the trains, viewing each station operation and    
seeing the control center, a brief tour was conducted through the 
maintenance   center for the transit cars. Unfortunately, no cars were present for us to see-all were on duty.  

A map of the system is shown here. 
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WASHINGTON (CNN) -- The Obama administration is calling together a wide range of officials next month 
to address how to end accidents caused by distracted motorists. The likelihood of a crash due to texting             
disproportionately affects truckers, according to a recent study. The September summit will bring together 
transportation experts, safety advocates, law enforcement officers and  members of Congress, Transportation 
Secretary Ray LaHood said Tuesday. LaHood said the goal is to develop a list of "concrete steps" toward    
reducing distracted-driving accidents. "We all know texting while driving is dangerous," the transportation 
chief said, "and I promise you we're going to do something about it so that responsible drivers don't have to 
worry every time they, or a loved one, get on the road."  

Last week, a Virginia Tech Transportation Institute study found that truck drivers who texted while driving 
were 23 times more likely to crash or nearly get into wrecks than undistracted drivers. Compared with dialing, 
talking, listening or reaching for an electronic device, texting posed the greatest accident risk, the study found 
-- most likely due to the almost five seconds researchers found the drivers' eyes were off the roadway while      
texting, said Rich Hanowski, director of the transportation institute's Center for Truck and Bus Safety. After 
the study's release, four Democratic senators responded with a bill for a nationwide ban on texting while   
driving for car and truck drivers and operators of mass transit.  Sens. Charles Schumer of New York, Robert 
Menendez of New Jersey, Mary Landrieu of Louisiana and Kay Hagan of North Carolina unveiled the 
ALERT Drivers Act proposal last Wednesday. It would have the Department of Transportation set minimum 
compliance standards that states would have to meet within two years, they said. States that did not could lose 
25 percent of federal highway funding. 

"If it were up to me, I would ban drivers from texting immediately," LaHood said. "But we've learned from 
our efforts to get people to wear seat belts and to persuade people not to drink and drive that laws aren't       
always enough. Often, you need to combine education with enforcement to get the results.  

Source: PRI and WNYC's The Takeaway accessed 02 May, 2010 08:41:00 

The nonprofit law firm Public Advocates believes public transportation is a civil right, and the federal        
government agrees. This year, Federal Transit Administration (FTA) agreed with Guillermo Mayer of Public 
Advocates Law Firm, and found that Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) had violated the Civil Rights Act of 
1964. The FTA had significant equity concerns in the new BART plans, and denied the system $70 million in 
funding.  

BART instead of building expensive new rail lines, Mayer advocates a cheaper bus rapid transit system for 
new BART projects. Bus rapid transit runs modernized buses on dedicated lanes, and "would serve             
everybody's needs" according to Mayer. The FTA's decision to deny funding has other communities taking 
note. According to Mayer, transit agencies in Atlanta, Washington DC and Los Angeles are now paying more 
attention to how their decisions will affect low income and minority populations. Mayer says, "The feds are 
watching, and they want to make sure that civil rights are not taken away.” 

The BART system, for example, lost out on $70 million in federal stimulus money for its plans to build an  
elevated connector to the Oakland Airport. Activists, like Mayer, charged that the project largely neglected the 
African-American and Latino communities of East Oakland. Mayer says the proposed rail line ignored        
low-income local residents and favored affluent visitors. 
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Governance: This legislation establishes special district tax regions based on the     
existing boundaries of the state’s 12 regional commissions to call for a 10-year      
transportation tax. 

Regional Transportation Roundtables (RTR): RTRs are created to choose projects 
in each region based on an investment list delivered by the Department of            
Transportation's Director of Planning. RTRs are comprised of one county commission 
chair from each county in the region, and one mayor per county elected from a caucus 
of mayors within each county in the region. In the Atlanta Regional Commission area, 
the Mayor of Atlanta has a guaranteed seat on the RTR for Fulton County and one  
other mayor from that county is elected by a mayoral caucus. Five members of the 
RTR will be elected by the  entire Roundtable as the Executive Committee, and two 
members of the House and one Senate member from the region shall also serve as  
non-voting members of the Executive Committee. General Assembly members are  

selected by respective chairs of the House and Senate Transportation Committees. The composition of the 
RTRs must be given to the GDOT Director of Planning by November 10, 2010. 

Regional Planning & Project Selection Process: Transportation investment criteria will be developed by the 
GDOT Director of Planning based on the state-wide strategic transportation plan and any comments from 
members of the General Assembly, local governments or Metropolitan Planning Organizations submitted   
before September 30, 2010. The director finalizes the criteria for each region by November 15, 2010. 

The GDOT Director of Planning prepares a list of potential transportation investment projects eligible for 
funding each region based on the region's investment criteria. The list does not need to be fiscally constrained. 
The Director of Planning then delivers the list to each region's executive committee. The executive committee 
in each region then chooses the list of projects and presents it to their respective Roundtable RTR by August 
15, 2011, for a final RTR vote. If an RTR rejects the list brought by the Executive Committee, the RTR may 
vote on individual amendments to the list, but projects must be chosen from the first example investment list 
brought to the executive committee from the Director of Planning. A majority vote of the RTR is needed to 
move a finalized list forward. 

If an RTR agrees to move forward on a referendum within the region, a vote would be held in July 2012,    
during the general primary election. If the vote passes by a majority of voters in the region, the tax would be 
imposed region wide regardless of whether a majority the voters of any particular political subdivision voted 
against the tax. 

Regional Opt-Out: If a RTR fails to agree on an investment program, a "special district gridlock" is declared 
and there would be no vote within that region. Regions choosing to not move forward on a tax would not be 
able to call for the tax for 24 months, and local governments in the region would also be required to provide a 
50 percent match for DOT funds such as the State Aid Program and the Local Assistance Road Program 
(LARP). 

Funding Stipulations: Funds collected in any region which authorizes the tax must be spent within that      
region. In the Atlanta Regional Commission area, 15 percent of the funds collected are distributed to the cities 
and counties based on the "LARP factor." In other regional commission areas, 25 percent of funds collected 
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are distributed by this LARP factor. The LARP factor formula is    problematic for cities because it is based on 
a 1/5: 4/5 split, with 1/5 of the ratio based on population and 4/5 of the ratio based on paved and  unpaved  
centerline road miles. GMA has serious concerns about this provision because it creates funding inequities and 
would allow for a mile of unpaved rural roads to count the same in the formula as heavily traveled, multi-lane 
paved roads in urban areas. The tax may be re-imposed at the end of the 10-year term by the adoption of a   
resolution by the majority of the governing bodies of counties in the region and the passage of local legislation 
by a majority of the legislators in such region. 

Transit Funding: The legislation allows the proceeds of any special district tax to be placed in a fund in each 
region which could be spent on the maintenance and operation of transit systems for at least 20 years. 

MARTA : This bill allows Clayton, Cobb and/or Gwinnett counties to choose to join in the Metropolitan     
Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA) system by holding a referendum. MARTA is given a three-year 
reprieve from restrictions on how it can use its capital and operating funds. The Board is reduced from 18 
members to 11, with only the DOT Commissioner serving as a state member with voting authority on the 
Board. 

Metro-Atlanta Transit Governance and Rural Transit: A Transit Governance Study Commission is       
created to examine the needs within the Atlanta metropolitan region, with a final report due by August 1, 
2011. The legislation also creates the Georgia Coordinating  Committee for Rural and Human Services   
Transportation to analyze and make recommendations for improving transportation options in more rural parts 
of the state. 

Oversight: A five-member citizen review panel is created in each region, with three members appointed by 
the Speaker of the House and two by the Lt. Governor. The review panels are charged with issuing yearly   
reports on whether the public is benefiting from the tax.  

On May 25, 2010, the Georgia Section of ITE hosted a Technical        
Exchange - Fiber Optic Training Session in Dalton, Georgia. The session 
was a half-day training opportunity to provide engineers and technicians 
the chance to "see, hear, and do". Sam Nelson and Clay Franklin,        
representatives from Corning Cable Systems, provided a presentation and 
training on fiber optics. Included was  hands-on training on fiber optic 
testing and fusion splicing equipment.  The training was well received. 
There were 23 attendees, and there was a good mix of public, private, 
engineers, and technicians. There were 13 public agency attendees and 
10 private company attendees. Five of the attendees were from the City of Dalton and Whitfield County, so 
there was a good local attendance at the session. 

The first two hours of the seminar included a presentation on fiber optics. The discussion was in a classroom 
setting and focused on how fiber optics work, types of fiber communications (single mode versus multimode), 
signal loss, termination types, and laser versus LED sources. After the presentation, there was a fusion splicing 
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demonstration and hands-on experience using fusion to splice fiber. Attendees were (1) given instructions and 
(2) guided on how to splice fiber, and (3) then spliced fiber on their own and (4) were able to test the splices. 

Finally, the attendees were trained on OTDR and Source Meter testing, Attendees were shown how to conduct 
OTDR and Source Meter tests to determine the performance and loss of the fiber installation, where the 
"problem areas" in the fiber were, and how to generate and read reports from software that analyzes fiber    
installations.  Attendees were given credit for four Professional Development Hours (PDH). In addition to the 
benefits of the training to the attendees, there was over $200 that was donated to the Georgia Section ITE 
scholarship fund.  

The Georgia Section of ITE’s Technical Committee is currently planning another technical exchange in      
Columbus, Georgia for the fall of 2010. 

The Pioneer Profile for this quarterly newsletter features a longtime member of the 
Georgia Section, Bill Wikle.  While not a founding member, Bill has been associated 
with the Section for many years.   

Bill began his traffic engineering career at GDOT in 1958 as part of the traffic          
engineering section headed by Bill Derrick. When the section was founded, Bill was 
working with Archie Burnham at the Georgia Highway Department in the Traffic and 
Safety Division.  He worked with the department for seven years. 

In 1965 Bill left the Georgia Highway Department and joined Archie Burnham in    
Macon as the Assistant Traffic Engineer.  He helped develop a newly formed traffic 
engineering department for Macon and Bibb County. When Archie left the City of Macon to rejoin GDOT in 
1966, Bill took over as the City Traffic  Engineer and served in that capacity for 39 years. 

From the early 1990’s through the mid 2000’s, Bill was instrumental in planning and implementing a      
County-wide transportation improvement plan, funded by a local option sales tax with matching funds and 
other assistance provided by GDOT.  Benefits were numerous, includes rebuilding major intersection and  
adding sidewalks at schools and along major school walk routes. These were among the early projects. The 
traffic  signal network was completely rebuilt with the latest technology, including a community-wide traffic        
management center. This center is an integral part of the GDOT TMC in Atlanta. The two centers are         
connected by fiber  optic communications network, feeding traffic data and video to both..  This should place 
the Macon TMC in position to assist GDOT in improving I-75 traffic flow in the Macon area and beyond.   

In 2005 Bill retired from the City and County and now lives in Macon with his wife Catherine. They have  
three children, two living in Atlanta and one in Chattanooga.  They have eight grandchildren - all boys.  
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Young Members Activities-Blood Mountain Hike 

The ITE Young Members Committee’s  4th Activity of 2010 was a hike 
up and down Blood Mountain on Saturday, May 15, 2010.  The weather 
was good (started to rain on the hike down but we had good tree cover), 
there was a great turnout, and I have had many e-mails  stating this was a 
great event.  Taylor Stukes would like to add that he indeed made it off 
the mountain thanks to iridescent pink surveyor's tape, and he does not 
own a '60s vintage GI Joe canteen. Looking   forward to great events in 
the future!  

Please contact Winter Horbal (wghorbal@foresitegroupinc.com) or Tim Brandstetter (tim.brandstetter@   
kimley-horn.com) if you are interested in being on the e-mail list for future events.  

Young Members “Day at the Lake” 

Another great event by the Ga. Section Young Members Committee-the 
Day at the Lake –organized by Winter Horbal and Tim  Brandsetter of 
the Young Members Committee with the support of Joe and Kathy    
Garland. Thanks also to Keith and Renee Golden and Buddy and Karen 
Gratton-all of who provided boats, inner tubes, accommodations and a 
lot of work!  Also assisting in the financing of the event was the       
sponsorship of Clark, Patterson, Lee and Moreland Altobelli and        
Associates. Over 55 members and guests of the Section had a great time. 

The day began on Lake Hartwell near “full pool” with sunshine, hot 
weather (to encourage one to be in the water) and a variety of water    
activities including tubing, boat rides, swimming and wave runner rides 
and ended with great food, fellowship, fun and games. The pictures 
above and to the right attest to the good times had by all. The ITE members did a great job of bringing sides, 
drinks, plates, cups, etc. and there was more than enough – we could have fed at least 50 more people.  For 
those of you who missed this event, there is talk that you will get a second chance next year – stay tuned!   

From Winter:  “I want to thank David Low for getting this event started.  I want to thank the hosts for offering 
up their homes, being so hospitable, and working so hard to make this a GREAT event.  And I want to also 
thank the ITE members and families who showed up with boats, sides, and other items making this one of the 
most successful events of 2010!” 
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The Georgia Section ITE and the Young Members Committee wishes to express our appreciation to Kathy & 
Joe Garland, Renee & Keith Golden, Karen & Buddy Gratton, and all who attended to help make this ITE 
event a HUGE success. 

Event Attendees: 

· Winter Horbal & Brad Horbal   
· Todd Long & Family    
· John Karnowski & Fam    
· Steve Acenbrak                
· Scott Younker     
· Keith Strickland                
· Ossie Brewer & Family    
· Ellen and David Smith    
· Randall Parker & Family    
· Ann Xu & David Kall    
· Buddy Gratton & Family 

 

· Jordan, Jones & Goulding has been acquired by Jacobs Engineering.  As part of this consolidation, staff 
from the Jacobs office located on Peachtree Street have moved to the JJG Norcross office. 

· After 11 years at PBSJ, Dwayne Tedder has taken an excellent opportunity at URS. 

· The PBSJ Corporation (PBSJ) announced on August 2nd that it has entered into a definitive merger agree-
ment with WS Atkins plc. 

The following persons are new members of the Georgia Section approved for membership by the Section 
Board in the first six months of 2010. In addition, there were 22 new student members at the Ga.Tech and 
Southern Tech Student Chapters. 

Please take the time to meet these new members at the section meetings and to make them welcome.  

· Alex Kennedy, Arcadis 

· Tim Sapp, Telvent 

· Shelly Zimmerman, Countour Engineering 

· Chester Thomas, GDOT 

· Samuel Williams, IDS Global 

· Tommy Montgomery, LPA 

· Daniel Leckie, MAAI 

· Michael Roberson, GRTA 

· Mohammed Azeem,  unknown 
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· David Low 
· Nelson Davis 
· Lisa Randall & Family   
· Shawn Pope 
· Brad Cox 
· Jayaram Kottapally 
· Dwayne Tedder & Family 
· Lian Duan 
· Joe Garland & Family 
· Keith Golden & Family 
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New Highway Safety Manual Workshop 

Who:  Ga ITE presents a two-day training workshop opportunity for traffic professionals 

When:  August 25 and 26, 2010 

Where:  PBS&J conference room, 1600 River Edge Pkwy, Suite 600, Atlanta  

Why: Transportation agencies will soon have a new safety analysis tool. The Highway Safety Manual        
provides information and tools to facilitate safety considerations for: system planning, project planning,     
construction, and operations/maintenance.  

Notes���
�������
���
�������������
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���
� -����������
�����������������
������������������  

For more information and registration, click on the following link: 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e2yojzlsebe81c93 

 

Roller Skating Extravaganza!!!! 

What: Roller Skating 

When��������� ��!��"#�����
�����
��	����
�$���%&�����'� ����
��������������
��(  

Where: The Cooler, located near SR 400 @ Mansell road 

Cost: $6 admission, $3 skate rental (if we can get 20 people we get a group rate!) 

Highlight: Shaun "Sweet Feet " Green versus Patrece "Roller Girl" Keeter in a roller skating race                 
extraordinaire!!! 

Bonus: Mexican and margaritas for those who want to meet at the On the Border nearby for a pre-skate lunch! 

 

ITE Gives Back to the Community 

What: Rivers Alive 

When��)���������		�!���!��' -in at 8:30 am, getting our feet wet from 9 - 11, trash collected weigh-in from 11 
- 11:30 

Where: Park to be determined 

Cost: A little hard work and maybe some wet feet 

Highlight: T-)!���*��  

Bonus: Snacks and drinks may be provided.  

Please email Tim Brandstetter (tim.branstetter@kimley-horn.com) or Winter Horbal 
(wghorbal@foresitegroupinc.com) if you plan to attend. 

<������!�4�����!�������������
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The best and the brightest in Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS), 
traffic engineering and operations, and transportation planning are       
gathering in the Jacksonville area December 12 to 15, 2010. Informative 
technical presentations, lively discussion, training, on-site tours of local 
area ITS facilities and a state-of-the-art technology exhibition will be    
featured during Transpo2010 at the Sawgrass Marriott. 
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