
As my year as President draws to a close I wanted you to 
know how much I appreciate the time and effort you          
expended as the Board, Committee Chairs and Section   
Members and the important contributions you made to       
advancing transportation. I’d like to recap some of the     
highlights of our efforts and to recognize some of the people 
who made my job easier.  Unfortunately, in this short space it 
is not possible to recognize all of those members that helped 
me. 

First, some of the programs: 

One of our goals was to provide more interesting programs so Mike Holt 
chaired a new Program Committee to generate ideas and speakers for meetings and 
to retool the format to include more tours. The results were programs on the Cobb 
������� �	
���� �
�����
������� �������� �� ���
� ��� �
�� ��
������� -Jackson Airport 
����
���� ��	������� ��
�����
� �����
� ���� �
�����
��� ���� �
��
���� �� ���
� ��� �
��
����� ������� ��������� �
�����
�������  ���������� ���� �
�� ���� �
�� !"#"�����������
Regional Transportation Plan by ARC.   

Another 2010 Initiative was to Encourage More Public Sector Involvement.  
Many past presidents made personal contacts with public agencies outside the   
metro area to encourage participation by their employees. We encouraged       
SpotlITE Presentations at the monthly meetings of agencies and agency       
members.  To date we are on target for a 10% increase in our membership. 

I appointed a task force and asked Marshall Elizer to facilitate a review our      
Strategic Plan as an effort to Modernize and Retool the Organization.  John 
Karnowski set up electronic payment for meetings.  Here are some of our new 
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using advanced electronic communications.  We offered to establish chapters in 
Coastal Georgia and Middle/South Georgia, but we learned that they have to take 
the initiative themselves.   

The world we operate in continues to change at a rapid pace.  One of my stated 
objectives was to provide training for our members.  We will continue to organize 
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training sessions outside the metropolitan area to encourage “statewide” participation.  I am proud that the 
Georgia Section was the first in the Southern District to provide Leadership Training to our members.  Keith 
Strickland organized our Georgia Section Leadership Training Program, and the Mentoring Program was 
organized by Scott Younker and the other protégés from last year.   

Our Georgia Section has established the annual Summer Seminar as the best local technical conference in the 
country for transportation professionals.  Since the late 90’s we’ve held it at the King & Prince Golf & Beach 
Resort on St. Simon’s Island.  This is a wonderful tradition that continues to build on itself and it calls forth 
the superlatives in each of us, getting better and better each year. Eli Veith and Jonathan Reid did a marvelous 
job putting this together. 

Seeking another opportunity for technical exchange, we initiated a second annual conference, a Winter 
Workshop that will “locationally” rotate around the state each year and be outside of the Atlanta metropolitan 
area.  With 1½ days of technical programs and only one overnight stay, this has provided the conference     
registration at a relatively low cost and has appealed to many young members.  I hope that this will become 
another tradition of the Georgia Section.  Todd DeVos was conference Chair, and Lisa Randall was the Vice 
Chair and in charge of the Technical Program Committee.  This year’s theme was “Traffic Engineering Boot 
camp”.  

Our Technical Committee, led by Patrece Keeter and Andrew Antweiler, sponsored a ½ day Technical      
Exchange in Columbus on Wednesday, December 8th.  This meeting was especially for transportation        
professionals in Middle and South Georgia.  Ron Hamlett, City Traffic Engineer in Columbus coordinated the 
local arrangements.  Dwayne Tedder developed the technical program, focused on video detection systems 
and adaptive traffic control systems. 

Now, Some of the Activities 

In September 2010, the Georgia Section completed a Technical Tour to 
London and Birmingham, England.  The group visited Transport for 
London, Highways Agency, the London Borough of Ealing and Transport 
Research Laboratory. They saw first-hand freeway congestion              
management, congestion charging, traffic calming, cycle hire schemes and 
lots of roundabouts.  While roundabouts are relatively new in the United 
States, they have been used successfully in the United Kingdom for over 
40 years 

Another of my initiatives was to provide opportunities for our members to Socialize. . . Our Young Members/
Activities Committee led by Winter Horbal and Tim Brandstetter has been very active in planning a variety 
of events where 216 members participated as detailed on the Young Members pages. 

Congratulations on a job well done!  

I have enjoyed my service.  Next year, I hope that you will contribute even further.  

 

David Low, P.E., PTOE (F) 

President, Georgia Section ITE, Inc. 



This is my last issue as the Editor of the Georgia Section Newsletter.  After five years it 
is time for someone else to take the lead.  I am proud of what we have done-and I stress 
the word we, for the production of the Newsletter is a cooperative effort of several  
people.  We have produced 20 issues (four per year) beginning in January 2006 with a 
total of over 200 pages of text and pictures and three format revisions.   

I wish to recognize these people who have helped me in the production of this        
newsletter.  They  include Amy Diaz of Jacobs Engineering, who has done proofing 
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Wilburn of Wilburn Engineering, who will be taking over as     
Editor next year and finally, the current   webmaster, Shaun Pope 
with    Cambridge Systematics. The picture to the right includes 
four of the five members of the Newsletter Committee: Left to 
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Amy Diaz. I would be remiss if I did not mention Shaun Pope, 
webmaster who puts the newsletter up on the Section website. 

The masthead has changed from the original green as shown below to an orange masthead and finally, the 
current masthead.  
From six or eight  
pages in 2006 we now 
have 18 pages in the 
current newsletter. 
And from one author 

we now have three or four authors, sometimes more.  Many of the Committee Chairs have written articles on 
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Want to act like a kid again? Do you love tinkering with stuff? Why not help some future engineer discover 
his/her hidden talents? Volunteer for FUTURE CITIES!!! 

Future Cities is a competition culminating during National Engineers Week in February that provides fun and 
exciting engineering challenges to 6th,7th, and 8thgraders. The students work in teams and use hands-on       
applications to present their vision of a city of the future.  As an engineer-mentor, ITE members will help the 
students prepare a virtual and 3-D model of their visions of the city of tomorrow.  This it the 19th year of  
competition and it is expected that over 33,000 students across the country will participate. Several schools 
across the metro area are in need of ITE members to assist immediately.  It is a win-win activity. It is a very 
fulfilling experience that is fun for us professionals as well as the students. It only requires 2 to 4 hours a 
week.  Do it during your lunch break!  Satisfy your company's community outreach requirement!  Feed your 
inner child!  Mentor the next generation!  You can do all these things and more. Please contact Brendetta 
Walker, Chair of the Career Guidance Committee -walkerb@pbworld.com, 404-364-5235. 
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The August Meeting of the Georgia Section featured a presentation by  
Katherine Moore of the Georgia Conservancy on the Blueprint Partners 
Program. Ms. Moore enumerated the “Partners” (the Georgia Section is one 
of 15).  The Georgia Conservancy believes that growth in Georgia can occur 
in a sustainable, equitable and efficient manner that simultaneously protects 
natural resources, enhances quality of life and fosters a sense of community. 
One of the key components of quality growth is involving   communities in 
their own visioning and planning process in an honest and meaningful way. 

Blueprints for Successful Communities is the education and technical  
assistance program of the Georgia Conservancy designed to facilitate    

community-based planning efforts across the state. These planning initiatives can occur at a variety of scales 
and locations including the neighborhood, city, and county level, as well as along transportation and            
watershed corridors and in urban and rural areas throughout the state. 

Blueprints is a unique growth management program that: 

· places emphasis on the protection of natural resources 

· brings a diverse and inclusive array of stakeholders to the table in a stakeholder-
driven community planning process  

· provides educational training on public engagement and quality growth concepts 
and policies  

· maintains active interdisciplinary partnerships to bring a broad range of expertise 
to the table. 

Blueprint communities include City of Atlanta, Athens, Conyers, Covington, Senoia, 
Moultrie, the Ocmulgee River Corridor, Middle Chattahoochee Watershed, Toccoa, and University Parkway 
in Clarke county and Oconee and Gwinnett Counties.  

The Georgia Section of ITE is beginning a new tradition. Be a part of history. Please join us at the inaugural 
Georgia Section ITE Winter Workshop. The 2011 Winter Workshop is being held at Winshape Retreat located 
on the campus of Berry College in Rome, Georgia. The dates for this year's workshop are from Sunday,     
February 27 through Monday, February 28. The Winter Workshop is a one and a half day technical     
seminar designed to work in conjunction with the Summer Seminar. The Winter Workshop is designed to  
provide technical information and social activities closer to the Atlanta area with less impact on the work 
week.  The Winshape Retreat facility is a converted dairy facility located on the beautiful campus of Berry 
College. Berry College is the world's largest campus (in land area) with over 26,000 acres. ITE members are 
always welcome, but members of other transportation-focused organizations such as WTS, ASCE, ASHE, 
GPA and others are invited as well. Please visit www.gaite.org for more details. January 14th, 2011 is the 
deadline for early registration. Please be aware that the Winshape Retreat has limited space on site and may 
fills up quickly - make your reservations now! 
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David Purcell, Chief Operating Officer in Perimeter Community Improvement Districts (PCIDs) presented 
some interesting facts on their transportation program for Agency SpotlITE at the August 
monthly meeting held at Maggiano’s Little Italy, Dunwoody. David informed us that 
PCID operates as two CIDs representing both the DeKalb and Fulton Perimeter CIDs 
formed in 1998. He also said that Perimeter is the region’s largest employment district, 
which is moving over 100,000 employees every day in and out of the area. David talked 
about their three major projects: Hammond Half Diamond, Perimeter Center Flyover and 
the Diverging Diamond Interchange on Ashford-Dunwoody Road over I-285 (the very 
first diverging diamond interchange in the State of Georgia). All are either in the         
construction phase or anticipated to start construction this year. Finally, David stated that 
the Perimeter CIDs are expected to grow to include more than 600,000 square feet of new 

development.   

The Perimeter Center Parkway ‘‘Flyover” is an extension of      
Perimeter Center Parkway from its original terminus at Hammond 
Drive over I-285 to Lake Hearn Drive, providing another way out 
of the Perimeter Center area.  This project funded jointly by the 
CID and DeKalb County in the amount of $10 million in the late 
1990’s has provided much congestion relief. 

The Ashford Dunwoody Diverging     
Diamond Interchange is a capacity and 
safety improvement project intended to 
relieve the severe congestion along     

Ashford Dunwoody Road in the critical area surrounding I- 285 without replacing 
the existing bridge. The Ashford Dunwoody Road / I-285 interchange has been the 
subject of many traffic studies and design concepts for over 20 years. With an      

estimated 54,000 trips a day, it is        
currently operating at capacity, causing 
potential safety and operational issues on 
Ashford Dunwoody Road. The diverging         
diamond interchange (DDI) is a cutting edge, proven design   
method to mitigate additional congestion without constructing new 
lanes. The DDI project concept is expected to be implemented and 
open to traffic within two years of the preliminary engineering  
notice to proceed, much faster than any full interchange             
reconstruction.  
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The September meeting of the Georgia Section featured the Cobb 
County Transportation Department and more specifically, the         
Regional Traffic Management Center (RTMC). The meeting         
consisted of a buffet luncheon and a tour of the center on County  
Services Parkway.  Mike Holt (Vice President, GaITE), John Morey, 
and Brook Martin of the Cobb County Department of Transportation 
led the tour. 

Work on the Regional Transportation Management Center (RTMC) 
began in 2006 with the preliminary planning of the center. Plans were 
prepared and construction began in 2009 on the RTMC. The center was opened in the summer of 2010. The 
24,000 s.f. building was officially dedicated in August 2010. The center will provide commuters with          
improvements to traffic signal and incident management as well as quicker real time traveler information. In 
terms of functionality, the RTMC encompasses three primary roles: 

· Traffic Signal Management: the RTMC monitors and optimizes 
the County’s traffic signal systems through Intelligent            
Transportation System (ITS) communication. 

· Incident And Special Events Management: the RTMC will 
monitor traffic conditions through closed circuit television cameras, 
which would allow for prompt incident response. 

· Communications And Traveler Information Systems: Through 
the changeable message signs on major arterials in the County and 
other communications outlets such as the DOT website and     
Twitter, the RTMC will share pertinent information with users to 
keep them up to date on traffic conditions and incidents. 

This was one of our best-attended meetings with 90 people. Mike 
Holt, Vice President, introduced the program and gave some of the 
background on the planning of the RTMC. The RTMC was         
expected to cost $8.0 million but came in at $5.5 million, thereby 

saving the county several million      
dollars. Several other events occurred at 
the meeting. 

John Hibbard of PBS&J, who served as 
the sponsor of the meeting, announced  
that PBS&J has entered into a definitive 
merger agreement by which W. S.     
Atkins plc, the world's 11th largest design firm, will acquire PBSJ in an all-cash 
transaction for PBS&J. Atkins is headquartered in the United Kingdom. 

Some unfinished business from 2009 of the transfer of the gavel from Scott 
Mohler, the 2009 GAITE President to David Low, the 2010 GAITE President.  
The “Official Transfer” of the gavel did not occurred at the December 2009       
ceremony (possibly due to the fact that Scott was unwilling to give it up !). I guess 
Scott’s conscience would not let him sleep, so the belated transfer occurred at the 
meeting! 
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Bryant Sartin and Troy Galloway of the Southern Polytechnic State          
University (SPSU) Student Chapter presented their plans for the rejuvenation 
of the Student Chapter at SPSU in 2010 and 2011.  He outlined several steps 
they are planning to revitalize the activities of the Chapter. Sartin stated: 
“Our annual banquet was on Thursday, October 21 from 12:00-1:00 P.M. 
which was held in the foyer/patio area of the “M Building”, followed by a 
presentation by Ben Robinson of Arcadis, who discussed the Atlanta       
Congestion Relief Project on which his firm is working.” The presentation 
was approximately 15-20 minutes with a Q & A session following. The 
Georgia Section ITE Younger Members Director, Ms. Winter Horbal, was 
also in attendance with two SPSU alumni who are currently traffic engineers 
at Kimley-Horn and Associates and Wolverton and Associates. This was a 
good opportunity for members to learn about the transportation engineering 
field from those who came from the same background, and are now “making it” in the transportation industry. 

The October meeting of the Georgia Section featured reports on GDOT’s  
NaviGAtor 2 and GDOT’s Traffic Management Center (TMC) in Atlanta.  
Mark Dimidovich of GDOT reviewed the staging of the coverage of the    
NaviGAtor system in the Atlanta metropolitan area and presented maps of the 
annual extension of the system. Currently, the coverage includes 215 center 
lane miles, 106 message signs, 506 surveillance cameras, 160 ramp meters and 
1700 detection cameras. Two expansions are underway- I-675 in Clayton 
County and SR- 316 in Gwinnett County.  Mark reported on the progress of 
the installation of ramp meters and showed slides of before and after congested 
conditions on I-75, I-85 and I-285 in the metropolitan area. For example, the 
frequency of congestion on I-285 between  I-20 and U.S. 78 for AM peak 
northbound traffic after installation of ramp meters has been reduced 30-35 
percent.          

Roberto Perez of Delcan presented information on the TMC software and the 
timing of NaviGAtor 2.0 upgrades. The software upgrades include: (1) a 
statewide solution for Georgia DOT and partner jurisdictions to provide     
freeway and arterial traffic management functions (2) a means to enable    
sharing of information between Georgia DOT and others to facilitate traffic 
management functions and (3) a custom off the shelf statewide system        
deployed across many transportation management locations. 

International ITE Technical Councils 

Martin Bretherton, Secretary Treasurer Elect for the Southern District, ITE 
reported on the ITE Councils and recommended that all Section Members  
consider joining one of the Councils.  Member dues include membership in up 
to two councils at no additional cost.  
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Great Attendance from the Student Chapters 

The President expressed gratitude to the significant number of    
students who attended the monthly meeting at Mary Mac’s. Six (6) 
students from Georgia Tech and a number of students from    
Southern Polytechnic State University had a great opportunity to 
network with Section members. 

ARC’s Transportation Plan Update 2040 

John Orr, Senior Principal Planner of the Atlanta Regional      
Commission staff, updated the Georgia Section members on the 
status of the Transportation Plan Update (Plan 2040) for the       
Atlanta Region and the methodologies that are being used to prioritize projects.  

The Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) is a first cut of projects that is financially constrained to the funding 
levels that are anticipated. The primary focus of the update is to develop a plan to accommodate economic and 
population growth sustainably over the next 30 years. An important goal of the process is to reach a balance 
between economic, environmental, and social needs.  

The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)-the list of priority projects that will be constructed over the 
next six (6) years- is being developed in a two-stage process that first considers 
policy level criteria and then uses a project level evaluation involving key    
performance measures and a cost benefit ratio. 

Funding constraints are expected to continue. Federal funding is currently     
allowed under a continuing resolution (at the FY08 funding level) that expires 
in December. State funding is at the FY06 level and is exacerbated by the     
requirement to repay $450m per year in bond debt. 

The ARC plans to meet with local governments in  December and with regional 
planning officials in  January. A final effort of the planning process is the public 
involvement element that will be initiated in the Spring of 2011 with a final 
plan by July 2011.  

President Low reviewed the efforts to update the Strategic Plan for the Section.  He reviewed the results of the 
Board Meeting in March 2010, when Marshall Elizer did a presentation on strategic planning and received  
input from board members relative to what the possible contents of an updated strategic plan should be. There 
was a task force meeting on the Strategic Plan at the Summer Seminar. President Low reported on the results 
of the meeting on the Strategic Plan at the Summer Seminar.  

One of the ideas that came out of the update of our Strategic Plan was to offer training to public officials. It 
was well received by our Board and Past Presidents. City/County Association of Governments provides a 
basic certification course which includes Public Works and Transportation as an elective. We would like to 
work through ACCG and the GMA Transportation Committee by teaching a basic course for County       
Commissioners and City Council Members in transportation to encourage the development of enhanced     
programs, policy and best  practices. 
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The 2010 Past Presidents’ Luncheon of the GaITE was held at the 
Georgian Club at Cobb Galleria. This annual event is a key component 
of the Section’s success.  At this Luncheon our past leadership (Past 
Presidents of the Georgia Section and Georgia ITE International     
Presidents) meet with the current Board of Directors, hear a briefing 
from the current president about the Section’s current activities, and 
share valuable insight and ideas to make the Section even better. It is 
also customary at this Luncheon for Past Presidents to make a contribu-
tion to the Section’s scholarship fund.  This year’s event was attended 
by 24 past presidents and section board members. 

President David Low presented a summary of the major section        
initiatives this year including the outreach efforts to involve the public agency members of the section in the 
outlying counties of the metropolitan area and the establishment of ITE Chapters along coastal Georgia and in 
south Georgia. President Low reported that twelve past presidents had volunteered to contact city, county and 
DOT district engineers to ascertain their interest in becoming active in ITE.   

With regard to the establishment of Chapters in Coastal Georgia and in South Georgia, a meeting in Savannah 
was held on August with 38 people attending from     
Georgia, and six persons attending from South Carolina 
including Colin Kinton, a Past President of the Southern 
District ITE. Mike Weiner was the local contact and      
responsible for much of the local attendance.  A discussion 
was held at the meeting as to how other areas, remote from 
Atlanta, could be served by local chapters. 

It was suggested that “Champions” (members who were 
strongly interested in a chapter in their area) be identified 
and contacted to determine their willingness to serve.  Bob 
Alexander from Albany agreed to serve as a “Champion” 

from the southwest Georgia area.  

Vice President Mike Holt presented his proposed goals for 2011.  They include: 

· Membership Growth and Involvement-increasing public sector membership 

· Provide Interesting Programs-stressing variety, technical tours 

· Continue the Efforts on the Strategic Plan 

· Continue the Leadership Development and Mentoring Programs 

· Establishing Additional Chapters-in eastern and southern Georgia to increase participation 

· Reestablish the Annual Awards Dinner in 2011 or 2012  
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The Annual Meeting of the Georgia Section ITE was held on December 21, 2010 at Maggiano’s at Perimeter 
Center.  This meeting is the traditional time presenting for the results of the election of officers for the coming 
year, the announcement of award winners for 2010 and the report of the President of the Section on the “State 
of the Section”.  President Low chaired the luncheon and reported on the milestones achieved during 2010  
under his leadership.  It has been a great year with many of the accomplishments by the president and the 
Board.  Many of these achievements are noted in the Presidents Message on pages 1 and 2 of this newsletter.  
Some of the more notable events were:  the London Tour of roundabouts, the establishment of the Coastal 
Chapter ITE, the Winter Workshop, the proposed Technical Exchange in Columbus, the Traffic Safety   
Workshop, Georgia’s Leadership Training, The Mentoring Program and, of course, the award wining Summer  
Seminar. 

Results of the Election 

The Nominating Committee recommended the following slate of officers: 

President:       Mike Holt 

Vice President:     John Karnowski 

Secretary-Treasurer:      Dwayne Tedder 

District Representative: Keith Strickland 

District Representative: David Benevelli 

Affiliate Director:          Robert Baker 

Past President:      David Low 

Georgia Section Awards 

The Awards Committee selected the following members for the 2010 Section Awards: 

Karl Bevins Distinguished Service Award  

This award is given to recognize highly competent and professional transportation 
engineers and planners who practice in the field of traffic and/or transportation 
over a number of years. The recipient must be an active member of the             
International ITE and the Georgia Section. This years’ winner is  Marsha        
Anderson Bomar. 

The intent of the John D. Edwards Individual Achievement Award is to recognize 
those Members/Affiliates of the     
Section who have given of themselves 
toward achieving the goals of the  
Section. The recipient has been active 
in the Section for many years and 
served the Section as President in an 

outstanding manner. Carla Holmes is the 2010 recipient of the 
John D. Edwards Individual Achievement Award. Carla served as       
president in 2009 and was responsible for rewriting of the Policy 
and Procedures Manual for the Section. 
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The third award is for the Transportation Professional of the Year.  "To be presented to a 
transportation professional who has contributed substantially to the safe and efficient 
movement of people or goods in Georgia". 

The intent of this award is to recognize individuals who have made significant               
contributions to the transportation field, for a number of years. The recipient is not required 
to be a Member or an affiliate of the Section nor an engineer. This year’s award went to 
Jay Roberts, Chairman of the Georgia House Transportation Committee.  The award was 
based on his leadership in the approval of HB 277, which allows the formation of regional 
transportation roundtables and the establishment of a one-cent sales tax to pay for selected 
transportation improvements in the region.  

The “Idea Sharing Award” was established several years ago, "To be presented 
to a Georgia Section ITE Member, or Affiliate Member, who presented the 
most noteworthy transportation innovation." The intent of this award is to     
recognize those individuals of the Section who have shared successful ideas 
they have implemented with their peers. The recipient shall have presented their 
idea at any regularly scheduled Section meeting during the award calendar year.  

The winner of the Idea Sharing Award is Elias Veith  for his work on Adaptive 
Signal Control System in Alpharetta.  The president of the Section is allowed to 

recognize a person who, has contributed to the 
Section in a special way above the “call of duty”.  
President Low has selected Winter Horbal  for 
the Special Award for her efforts in organizing 
events for the Young Members Committee. Nine 
such events (see the description under Young 
Members Committee) are described in latter parts of this newsletter. The        
outgoing president David Low was presented with a plaque by new president 
Mike Holt for David’s services to the section as a Treasurer in 2008, Vice    
president in 2009 and as president in 2010. 

Passing of the Gavel 

The passing of the gavel has a special meaning in that the responsibility for the 
programs of the Section and the success of the Section in meeting the Goals of 
the Section are now the responsibility of the incoming President. The              
formulation of the budget, the operation of the committees, the appointment of 

the committees, the success of the Summer Seminar and the many other functions of the Section are now in 
the hands of the incoming  President and the Board. 
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As a follow-up of the training program initiated by the Southern District in 2009 the Georgia Section has    
embarked on a leadership training program. The first training sessions were conducted on October 8th and 9th.  
There were seven instructors and 11 students in the two-day sessions. The instruction included eleven modules 
from  “Having a Positive Influence to Evaluating Leadership Effectiveness”. The evaluations of the training 
sessions by the attendees were very positive. The attendees were: 

· David Benevelli-Transcore 

· Mike Elliot-City of Roswell, Georgia 

· Steve Exley-Columbia County, Georgia 

· Xuewen Shaun Le-HNTB Corporation 

· Keary Lord-Douglas County DOT 

· Sunita Nadella-LAI Engineering 

· Larry Overn-Street Smarts 

· Vincent Passariello-City of Covington, Georgia 

· Muhammad Rauf-City of Roswell, Georgia 

· Jim Tolson-Georgia DOT 

· Eli Veith-City of Alpharetta, Georgia  

In addition, there was an opportunity for the attendees to participate in “team building exercises” and to      
socialize after the formal sessions were over.  On Friday night the film “Twelve O’clock High” was shown to 
illustrate the management of leadership styles and how they influence the success of the team. 

“Many teens view texting while driving as less risky than drunken driving despite a sustained campaign 
against texting behind the wheel and research indicating it's as dangerous as drinking and driving”. A new     
survey for State Farm insurance company finds “A much higher percentage of 14 to 17 year olds believe that 
drunken driving is more likely to cause a fatal crash than texting.”  Yet there remains “a real awareness gap 
around the dangers of distracted driving, and that's what we heard in this survey," says Laurette Stiles, State 
Farm's vice president of strategic resources. "The risks and the dangers are not well understood by teens. I  
believe that one of the reasons is that they're not well understood by parents, either."  The State Farm survey 
highlights a reality of life among many teens: Staying connected is vitally important to them, and maintaining 
that connection - even when they're driving - overrides safety warnings from driver's education instructors, 
celebrities and even parents.” Editors note:  For the full report go to www.USAToday.com 
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This study, by the Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center, discusses trends and outcomes in bicycling and 
walking. The news is pretty  good.  First and foremost, Americans are hitting the sidewalks and streets on foot 
and by pedal in record numbers. From 1990 to 2009, the number of trips taken on foot more than doubled 
from 18 billion to 42.5 billion. Similarly, the number of bike trips increased from 1.7 billion to 4 billion. Last 
month, the Federal Highway Administration  released "The National Biking and Walking Study: a 15-year 
Status Report." This study, by the Pedestrian and    
Bicycle Information Center, discusses trends and    
outcomes in bicycling and walking since 1994. 

Now, the original goal of The National Biking and 
Walking Study submitted in 1994 was to "double the 
percentage of total trips made by bicycling and    
walking from 7.9% to 15.8% of all travel trips." 

In transportation circles, we call that percentage 
"mode share," and any planner will tell you that     
doubling mode share is an ambitious goal. But it turns 
out that we're getting there. The 2009 National  
Household Travel Survey indicates that bicycling and walking now account for 11.9% of all trips. It's not the 
15.8% we hoped to see, but--considering the increase in population and overall number of trips--it's progress. 
Editors note:  go to http://usdotblog.typepad .com for more information.  

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) was recognized on Oct. 21, 2010 by ITS America, the 
nation’s largest transportation technology organization, for its use of Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) 
to save Atlanta commuters and businesses time and fuel costs by reducing delays along major traffic corridors.  

The traffic-signal project “demonstrates how public agencies can leverage technology to cost-effectively     
reduce delays and optimize system efficiency,. It will in turn save commuters time and money, improve        
on-time delivery for area businesses, cut down on CO emissions and prevent crashes caused by stop-and-go 
traffic.” Poor signal timing accounts for up to 10% of traffic delays according to the 2009 Urban Mobility   
Report. While the average rush-hour commuter spends nearly a full work week stuck in traffic each year, the 
report ranked Atlanta third in the nation (behind L.A.-Long Beach and Washington, D.C.) at 57 hours of delay 
and 40 gal of wasted fuel each year per traveler. Congestion in the Atlanta area cost each rush-hour commuter 
over $1,250, totaling almost $3 billion annually for the region.  Adding to Georgia’s challenges is that we are 
the 3rd fastest growing state in the nation, yet 49th in per capita spending on transportation. 

GDOT decided to tackle the problem by targeting the most problematic corridors for signal timing upgrades. 
Coordinated traffic signal technology has been shown to return $40 to the public in time and fuel savings for 
every $1 dollar invested. By synchronizing traffic signals in the Atlanta region, GDOT plans to improve traffic 
flow along major commuter corridors as well as reduce environmental emissions. The Regional Traffic       
Operations Program (RTOP) has already begun at 203 intersections and will soon be expanded to 430         
intersections along 11 corridors.  The program’s mission is to increase travel throughput by minimizing     
congestion and reducing delays along regional commuter corridors through improved signal operations. 
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DOT Traffic and Safety Division Alumni Meet 

The members of the Traffic and Safety Division have met twice recently-once in 
May and in November at the Cupboard Cafe in Dillard, Georgia.  The attendees 
were employees of the Georgia DOT Traffic and Safety Division from the 
“Central Office” in the 1970’s and 1980’s and some of the District Traffic      
Engineers of that era. This event was organized by Archie and Pat Burnham as a 
way to maintain contact with the many people involved in the DOT’s traffic   
engineering functions.  Attendance at the function has generally ranged between 
35- 40 with a roster now of over 60 persons.  

The major function is a dinner with the members and the spouses with            
fellowship, comments and a general “catch-up session” with friends and         
associates-many of which are now retired.  This years Alumni gathering was 
held on November 6th and had 38 members and guests attending.  A list of the 
attendees is contained on the right. You will recognize many of the names since 
many are still active as Consultants or have been active in the Georgia Section 
ITE (some as Presidents) but most have served on committees or have organized 
social events such as the Summer Seminar Golf Tournament. 

It is planned for the reunion to continue at least once per year so that the group members can stay updated on 
the status of those friends who shared the work at the Traffic and Safety Office (T & S O) for many years.  

Of special note-we received the sad news after the May meeting that Bill Owens-a long time employee of  T & 
S O passed away . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marsha Anderson Bomar, President of Street Smarts, Inc., was recently presented 
the Treasure Award, one of three awards given by The Women's Leadership    
Council of United Way in Gwinnett County, Georgia. The Legacy Award luncheon 
is a time to honor women for investing their time, talent and treasure in the        
community. She established the Street Smarts Foundation in 2007, which allows 
interested employees to help ensure that the company's outreach continues. Under 
her 2 year leadership as the Gwinnett County United Way Campaign chair, more 
than $9.8 million was raised to serve the local community 
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If you have followed Section activities, you know just how much the Young Member's Committee has done. 

 Event                                                       Date            No. of Participants 

Bowling                                          March 1  15  

Stone Mountain Hike        March 27           11  

Sweetwater Beer Tasting       April 15             12  

Blood Mountain Hike        May 15  22  

Braves Game         June 15             42  

Day at the Lake        June 26             55  

Roller Skating         August 28             15  

Rivers Alive Cleanup (500 lbs trash)      September 11         17  

Sweetwater Beer Tasting       October 20             27  

Total                                216 

In September, they went to Dresden Park in DeKalb County and cleaned out a bunch of junk from the stream 
in the park. Seventeen volunteers showed up which are a part of the Georgia Section, Institute of             
Transportation Engineers, and collected 256 lbs of trash (about 20 bags of trash) which does not include the 
heavier items: a water fountain, tires, a shutter, and a few other unusual items.  They worked from 8:30 am to 
about 11am in the morning. Members who participated in the stream cleanup:  

Winter Horbal  Anna Swenson (Winter’s Friend)   

Tim Brandstetter  David Low 

Josh Williams  Paige Singer 

Brad Waldschmidt Holly Bauman 

Elizabeth Scales Abbas Eshagieh-Meybodi 

Andrew Poser  Melissa Cole 

Gwen Stoker  Audrey (Melissa’s daughter) 

France Campbell Kristin Dickhoner (Tim’s Fiancée) 

ITE Roller Skating 

The ITE Roller Skating event got kicked off with a festive lunch at the Mexican restaurant, “On the Border”. 
After  enjoying the offerings of the cantina, the group headed over to “The Cooler” in Alpharetta for the much 
anticipated showdown of Shaun “Sweet Feet” Green versus Patrece “Roller Girl” Keeter. Sweet Feet appeared 
to be all talk as he was nowhere to found come high noon on the roller rink. Roller Girl claimed victory and 
celebrated into the sunset, taking her lovely daughter to a birthday party before the end of the event. 

Upon hearing that Roller Girl had left, “Sweet Feet” came out of hiding (i.e. arrived from a hockey game that 
ran long) to again boast his challenge of facing anyone in a skating showdown. The locals, who had come   
expecting a race, rallied behind the unlikeliest of heroes, Mark “Out of Retirement but don’t call me Brett 
Farve” Zinn. Mark began his professional skating career at age 13 but had to retire on account of the roller 
skate ban at his college campus.  But being cheered on by the rest of ITE, he gave “Sweet Feet” a mighty  
challenge that came down to a photo finish! Needless to say, fun was had by all. Roller Girl was able to claim 
victory, Zinn realized he still had it and is now pondering a career on the Georgia Tour, and upon further    
review, it appears Sweet Feet was the fastest challenger on the rink!  
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“Feeling Young” Members’ Sweetwater Trip 

ITE’s 9th Activity of 2010 was a trip to the Sweetwater facility on Wednesday, 
October 20, 2010.  The weather was awesome (temperature in the 60s) and 
there were more than 25 people who came out for the event.  We had a great 
time at the event. We had more than double the amount of people from the 
spring event (word is getting around). There was a good mix of people from 
Ga. Tech, SPSU, GS&P, Foresite, URS, City of Roswell, Iteris, Cambridge 
Systematics, Thompson, Heath & Lineback, Street Smarts, HNTB, and 
Serco. After the Sweetwater activity, about 10 people went over to nearby Fatt Matt’s for a little dinner. 
Shawn Pope has more pictures on the GaITE website.  

Cyril “Buz” Busbee was a very early member, of the Georgia Division, joining the 
Division in 1965 (The Georgia Division became the Georgia Section in 1988).  Buz 
received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering from Clemson University 
in 1960 and a Masters Degree in Civil Engineering in 1977. He has had a variety of 
positions in the military, public and the private sectors.  After two years in the Army 
he worked for three years with Lockheed-Georgia Company in Marietta, Ga, as a 
Structural Engineer. But his real love was traffic engineering, possibly because     
during the summer vacations while in college, he worked in traffic engineering for 
the South Carolina State Highway Department. 

Buz began working with DeKalb County Traffic Engineering in July 1965. Bob  Roseveare, a Founding  
Member of the Division, was his supervisor at DeKalb County and his mentor into the Georgia Division.  
While at DeKalb County Buz was Assistant County Traffic Engineer and participated in many traffic           
improvements including the MARTA traffic planning process for stations in the county, widening and traffic 
improvements to Memorial Drive, Clairmont Road, North Druid Hills Road, and Lawrenceville Highway.   

He worked with DeKalb County until July 1969, at which time he returned to what is now the South Carolina 
Department of Transportation (SCDOT) as the first district traffic engineer in South Carolina. Buz was as-
signed to the Greenville District. He spent twelve years as District Traffic Engineer, twelve years as District 
Maintenance Engineer, and thirteen years as District Engineering Administrator in the Greenville  District.  He 
retired from SCDOT in June of 2006 and began work with Florence and Hutcheson Consulting Engineers. In 
June 2010 he "retired" again. 

He relates his memories of the first meetings of the Georgia Division at Mammy's Shanty in Atlanta. The 
Section subsequently met at various locations, but Mammy's Shanty continued to be his favorite. Maybe there 
is something to first impressions. He mentions fond memories of attendees Karl Bevins, Bill Derrick, John 
Edwards, Archie Burnham, Bob Roseveare, Joe Thomas, Earl Slider, and others as the early members of the 
Georgia Division at Mammy's Shanty.  Buz states that: “I was honored to serve as president of the Georgia 
Division in 1968 during my time in the Atlanta area. I subsequently served as president of the South Carolina 
Division and the Southern Section (now the Southern District ITE). I developed many friendships during my 
association in the state divisions and SSITE as I attended various meetings with my wife, Dorothy”. Buz, 
along with other people, remember his first Southern Section ITE (now the Southern District) annual meeting 
at the Ramada Inn on Shallowford Road in Atlanta. The meeting was supposed to be held at the new Hyatt 
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Regency Hotel in downtown Atlanta, but the Hyatt was under construction and was not completed in time. 
Georgia Division members scrambled to make other arrangements. The Hyatt was the site of the SSITE   
meeting when the rotation of annual meetings returned the meeting to Georgia in 1977.  

“We are both grateful for the terrific career start  provided by the Georgia Division.” 

The following new members were approved by the Georgia Section Board.  Please make these new members 
welcome at the monthly Section meetings. 

· Anthony Brown, City of East Point 

· Bradley Cox, Clark Patterson Lee, Engineering Consultants 

· Rhandi Gallegos,  American Engineering 

· Mike Reynolds, Kisinger Campo 

· Douglas Watson, Douglas County Traffic Engineering 

· Daniel Weisel, City of Roswell Traffic Engineering  

?���=�������

����������������� ����������������� 	
�����
��
��	
�����
��
��	
�����
��
��	
�����
��
��� ���������������������������������

�������������������� � �����
���������������������� � !����"�#��$������� %�����&�����'#�

(�)����������*������� � %������%������
+����$$���,�&�������&������#��
� %�����
����������������

!
��"���-������� � .�,��������������"�#��$��������� � ,/��)���
Walt Disney World Swan 

Resort, Lake Buena Vista, 
FL�

!
��"������� � 	�����������������!����"�0�����&� ��$���������!�

*�������*������ ������� �

B������!��������



?��+C����:�+�3,,� 0)==������0D3�:+�

*�!��.A�


���������
���������������
�
)��.��������6����
	�
�	���
�
�
#���������(�
��
�����������
�
#(��*����" ��� �
�������
��
�
���*������
���

�
����
�
�
)��2�����������
����
�����
�
�
������������
������������
�
�
)�������
����
	��

���������
�
#� �����������
���������
�
�
)�������#� ������
�������� ���
�
�
���������������������� � �
���
�!�������


�	��������.�����7��
���
�!�������
�

�	������������������.������7��
 �
�	��"�
#�����$��%����&���������
��'����%�����
�
��+��������
���
�������
�
��� ���3�(����
��������������
��
�
�	�����
������(������
�
� ���84�� ���
%������#�����
�
2������) �������
#��
������)������
�
!�������
(����
�#��������
�
�
����������
&�������#����
�
��������+�����(�
	�
�������
���
�

���+�����(�
	�$���#�
�$�����
�
����������������� �
(������ 
�����
�#�����*��������
��
�

�����������
������(������
�
����������������
�������
��
�
2���*�
 ��+���

��
�
�
9�+�����
����
������
�
:� ������+����
)�
�����������*�����#��
���������
�
��� ����	������������
%�
����������
�
.���������9��*�
���$�
����,,�����
�
# �����#�������
!���-�����
�
#������
	.�%����
��

���
�!������� ����������
�/�0����
�!�������
 ���
��1���������23245�


